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«“ We, Sir, possess a constitutional army, of any reduction of which I must express my disapprobation, 
I think, Sir, that army should always be commensurate with what is called the regular military force of 
the empire, and it was upon that principle that the militia of Great-Britain was, two years ago, increased 
to 72,000 men. This house, I think, should never forego this constitutional principle, which is the best 
saferuard of its independence, whether attacked by domestic treason or foreign hostility. I do not see any 
sound reason for not adhering to the principle of thallot as applicable to our militia force. By reliaquishing 
that you give up, in the present instance, 7,000 militia, without the certainty of raising a single man for 
seneral service. The proposal, also, of employing parish officers as recruiting serjeants is, in my mind, not 
the least objectionable feature of the bill, as, by it you defeat that harmony which it is to be desired may 
aways exist amongst the different orders of the peopic.”"—Ma,. AvoinGcron (now Lend Sidmouth’s) Speech, 
thJune, 1804. Pant. Desates, Vol. I, p. 727, 
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PUBLIC PAPER. that the petitioners are freeholders of the 
Grorck RumBotp.—Note remitted by | County of Middlesex, and claim to have had 
Six Arthur Paget, His Britannic Mayesty's | a rightto vote at the last election for that 
Minster at the Court of Vienna, ujon the Sub- | county; that at such ejection Sir Francis 
ect of the Deportation of Sir G, Rumbddld. Burdett, Baronet, and George Bou!ton Maine 
[he occurrence which has lately taken | waring, Esquire, were candidates to represent 
ce at Hamburgh, is already too well | the said county in parliament; that upon a 
ywn to his Exceliency theVice-Chancellor | shew of bands the sheriff James Shaw, Esq, 
he Court and of State, for the undersigned | and Sir William Leighton, Knight, declared 
oy extraordinary and minister plenipo- | the majority, on the view, to be in favour of 
tiary of his Britannic Majesty to think it | Sir Francis Surdett, bat a poll being duly de- 
essary, at this time, to state the details of | manded for the said election, the same was 
But however habituated one may be to | granted by the said sheriff, and commenced 
old the French government heap violence | on the 23d day of July, 1804: that the said: 
a violence, and atrocity upon atrocity, | poll continued open on the first day till 
last enterprize is such, that, perfectly { about five o'clock in the evening; that on 
vinced that there can be but one manner | every other day during the continuance of 
egarding and appreciating it, the under- | the same, the poll was kept open seven 
bed would neverthelessthink himselfwant- | hours ; that on divers days during such con- 
to his duty, if he didnot solicit the par- | tinvance, several persons attended at the 
lar attention of his excellency, to a.crime | booth, appointed according to law, to give 
volting in itself, as it is pernicious in | their votes, and did accordingly declare their 
relations with the great interests of the | votes to bs in favour of Sir Francis Burdett, 
an empire. ——The andersigned thinks | whose names, places of abode, and free- 
possible that his Majesty the Emperor | holds, and in whose occupations their free- 
s quality of chief of that empire, could | holds were, were duly entered on the poll, 
a tranquil spectator of so audacious a | but the sheriff refused to perosit the scratches 
tion of all political rights and decorum ; | or marks to be set opposite to their nanties,' 
he flatters himself, that in the present | denoting the candidate for whom they voted, 
ity, the known principles and senti- | until their tithe to vote had been examined 
sof his Imperial Majesty will suggest into, although they offered to substantiate 
utes conformable to the common inte- | their titles by their oaths, nor would the 
of all independent powers, The un- | sheriff allow such examination to take 


ened seizes this oppotiunity, &c.— | place at the booth, but insisted on their 
AGET, . attending in a box, placed in a different part 


of the hustings, to undergo such examina-: 


MESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS. tion ; and although such persons, in com- 
PLESEX Ecection.--—Petition of cer- | pliance with such requisition, did accords 
m Frecholders of the County of Middle- | ingly attend at the said box, yet the consi- 

presented to the House of Commons on | deration of many votes so circumstanced was’ 
25th of January, 1805, by Lord IWil- adjourned, for want of time, till the days re- 

Russel, complaining of the Coniluct of | spectively suceeeding, and thereby great de+ 

ifs Leighton and Shaw. - | lay and confusion arose ; that*in order to. 

petition of the several persons, whose | preveat the same in future, application was 
are thereanto subscribed, was deliver- | at sundry times, by the ayents, friends, and 

t the table, and read j setting forth, { counsel of Sir Francis Burdett, made to. the 
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sent parliament, although the said Sir Fran- 
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be | sheriff of the said county, to keep the poll { cts Burdett had a majority im number of (ane 
le 7a open longer than seven hours, as by law he | votes received on the poll in his favour, and this 
Pe was bound to do when upon good and suth- | ought to have been returned i the stead nish 
: cient cause requested soto do: that the said | and place of the said George B rulton Main. aud 

sheriff, at the several times aforesaid, refused warning to serve in the present parliament ber | 

to accede to such application; that oa the | forthe County of Middlesex aforesaid ; and rate 
14ih and 15th days of the poll, the said she- | therefore praying the House to order the prov 
rif, together with Newman Knowlys, Esq., | said false return of the said sheriff to be maki 
who then and there sat as assessor or assist- | amended, by directing the name of the said estab 
ant to the said sheriff, severally, and at sun- | George Boulton Mainwaring to be erased paris. 
dry times, declared, that if at three o'clock | therefrom, and the name of the said Sir Fr,y. by th 
on the said 15th day the votes of any persons cis Burdett to be inserted therein in the medi: 
that had been b-fore that time objected to | stead and place of the name of the said my; 

should not have been examined, the said | George Boulton Mainwaring, and that the amou: 

sheriff would proceed upon such examina- | House will appoint an early day for taking 37572 

tion, and determine on the same atfier three | their petition into consideiation, and grat the re 

o'clock on the same or the following day; | to the petitioners such turther relief in the There 

and the petitioners further state, that at three | premises as to the House shali seem meet, rish o 

o'clock on the 15th day of the poll, several | —- Ordered, That the said petition be taken dom, 

voters were in attendance at the sheriff's box, | info consideration upon Tuesday the ith up to 
in obedience to orders given by the sheriff, | day of February next, at three of the clock in the fir 
waiting to be examined in respect to the ti- | afternoon.——Ordered, That Mr. Speaker of the 
tles to their votes, which had been previous- | do issue his warrant or warrants for suc) tented 

ly entered on the poll, and their votes de- | persons, papers, and records, as shall be than w 
t clared, some for the said George Boulton | thought necessary by the several parties on tary mi 
Fi Mainwaring, but many more for the said Sir | the hearing of the matter of the said pe- about 
dt Francis Burdett ; andthe petitioners humbly | tition. Those 
, | submit, that if the poll had been cast up at ~-— rm of the P 
a such hour, without any farther examina- | Mippresex Execrion. Petition of tr the mi 
on tion of such voters, the names of such | tain Freeholders of the County of Miaiile army, t 
tt votes ought to have been reckoned and | sex, relative to the Quaiipcation of 4h, suffere: 
; thereby a majority of votes received on Mainwaring, presented to the House of ment, 
7) the poli declared, as in fact it was, in fa- Commons by Mr. Creevey, on the 21) § 8 000 f 
tt vour of Sir Francis Burdett; but the peti- January, 1805. Out of 
1h tioners further state, that the poll was not A petition of the several persons, whos to be tre 
a cast up, vor the numbers declared, tll the | Hames are thereunto subscribed, being tet: in a yea 

| following day, and, in the mean time, the ; holders of the County of Middlesex, ant occasior 

sheriff, in compliance with his aforesaid | claiming to have had a right to vote at {hg filled up 
i promise, proceeded to satisfy himself re- | last election for that county, was deliveret Parish 
(4 specting the titles uf the voters so previous- | in at the table, and read; setting fort quire wi 
|) ly enter-d on the poll, and, alter such exa- | that, at the last election of a knight of th project ¢ 
| mination, directed marks to be set opposite | shire for the County of Middlesex, 5 Pitt at 
| to their names, some in favour of the said | Francis Burdett, Baronet, and Geof were im 
: Sir Francis Burdett, and some for the said | Boulton Mainwaring, Esquire, were cao be founc 

George Boulton Mainwaring, according to | dates torepresent the same county in Pp ed office 
the votes previously given for one or other | liament; that, on the shew of hands, either n 
of the saii candidates; that a majorily of the | then sheriff declared the majority to be the line, 
votes received on the poll did thereby also | favour of the said Sir Francis Burdett; the paris 

appear in favour of Sir Francis Burdett, and | thereupon, a poll was duly demanded 10} every on 

4 the said Sir FrancisBurdett ought tohave been | vour of the said George Boulton Main Seen, thd 
returned (o serve in this presentparliament for | ring, and was proceeded on from day stit amo 

) the county aforesaid; and that the said she- | day; that, at the close ef the said elect puties, 

; riff, well knowing the premises, did, on the | the said sheriff returned the said Geo stables, 

) 16th day of the said election, illegally, | Boulton Mainwaring as duly elected to! Sters, J 
wrongtully, wilfully, and falsely declare the | present the said county in parliament j 80Ns, cor 
majority of numbers to be in favour of the | after the demanding the said poll, and P been ker 
said George Boulton Mainwaring, and il- viously to the granting thereof, or proc® No incor 
legally, wilfully, wrongtully, and falsely, re- | ing on the same, the qualification of And ho 
turned the said George Boulton Mainwa- | said George Boulton Mainwaring to-'é? Wards q 
ring to serve for the said county in the pre- | sent the said county in parliament wa“ every of 








requested of him, the said COMMER the ‘Tr 
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forces. It then states the quotas, which, for 
this purpose, the several counties are to fur- 
nish, amounting, all together, for England 
and Wales, to 67,285 men, The total nom- 
ber for Scotland, as provided for by a sepa- 
rate act, is, 9,666 men. For Ireland, as 
provided for by a third act, 10,000 men ; 
making in the whole, an additional force 
aid establishment of 86,951 men, to be raised by 
vd parish officers. ‘The army of reserve was, 
tale by this project, melted down into, and im- 
the mediately, became a part of, the Parish Ar- 
my; so that there was a stock to begin with, 
amounting to 25,718 men, because, from the 
37,725 there had been an enlistment into 
the regular army amounting to 12,007 men. 
There then remained, to be raised by the pa- 
ect, rish officers, 61,233, for the United King- 
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ken dom, in order to complete the Parish Army 
i yt up to its intended establishment, Bat, in 
“Ih the first instance, and by way of specimen 
aker of the effect of the project, Mr, Pitt con- 
Such tented himself with calling for no more men 
| be than were wanted tocomplete the supplemen- 
$ on tary militia and army of reserve, amounting to 
pe: fm about 16,000 men for G. B. and 3,000 for I. 


Those due to the army of reserve became part 
of the Parish Army of course, and those due to 


ctr the militia were pow to belong to the same 
ers army, the militia being, by this project, to be 
Mr, suffered to waste down to its old establish- 
ey ment, namely, 40,000 men for, England, 
lb 8,000 for Scotland, and 18,000 for Ireland. 


Out of this Perish Army, the regulars were 
to be recruited, to the amount of 9,000 men 
ina year, but not more; and the vacancies 
occasioned by this recruiting were to be 
filled up by future annual applications to the 
Parish Officers.——Now, then, let us in- 
quire what has been the effect of this grand 
project of the ‘* efficient” cabinet, with Mr. 
Pitt at the head of it. Receiving depots 
were immediately established; and, it will 
be found, perhaps, that military commission- 
ed officers and non-commissioned officers, 
either newly appointed, or detached from 
the line, were provided for the reception of 
the parish levies. We have all heard, ‘and 
every one who has been in the country has 
seen, that there has been a quite sufficient 
sur amongst the Lords Lieutenant, their de- 
putes, the justices of the peace, the con- 
stables, and the church-wardens and over- 
seers. Probably about fifty thousand per- 
Sons, comprehended under these heads, have 
been kept in motion by the project, during 
“7 Pip encspishaces part of the last six months. 
rst Pras many men have they produced to- 
ce Ss completing the Parish army? Has 
tn! he produced his man? No: even 
 Ateasury Prints do not pretend, that 
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50,000 men have been raised. Have 5 000 
been raised? Have 500 been raised? N:otin 
England, I verily believe. In Surrey, it is 
said that 20 have not been raised; and, in 
Hampshire, I am pretty sure, that the p arish 
officers have not raised one. I made i squi- 
ries in several parishes in Hampshire, amd I 
could hear of no parish-oflicer who ha d@ at- 
tempted to raise men under the act now in 
question. Supposing, however, that by the 
aid of crimps and thief-takers, a mise rable 
account of even five or six thoysand mein 
should be made up, who is there that mus@ 
not despise the man that should pretend to 
hope for any success from this project ? The 
16,000 men, abovementioned, svere to be 
raised by the parish-officers imma liately. It 
was expected and held forth, that. this num- 
ber (the number due by the counties to the 
militia and army of reserve) would be raised 
by the time that the first Quarter Sessions 
should be holden, subsequent to the issuing 
of the orders to the parish officert, ‘The se- 
cond Quarter Sessions havenow ten holden, 
and, if all parties have done their duty, in 
obedience to the law, the suen of, about 
300,000]. must be, at this moment, either 
levied, or in a course of being levied, upon the 
several counties and parishes, under the name 
of fines ! In Surrey, the Inspector made his re- 
port to the magistrates, at their last Quarter 
Sessions, from which report, it probably ap- 
peared, that the county had to pay fines to 
the amount. of fourteen or fifteen thousand 
pounds. The magistrates did not, however, 
proceed to levy. the moncy; but, adopted 
the less decisive course of appointing a com- 
mittee of themselves, to take the matter inte 
consideration! This example will, doubt- 
less, be followed in every county in the 
kingdom; for, it is not to be expected, that 
the magistrates of every county in the king- 
dom will hastily come to a resolution to de- 
clare their several counties and themselves 
delinquents. They say, and they truly say, 
that it is impossible to perform the task im- 
posed on them by the legislature; that they 
have used their utmost exertions ; that they, 
as well as the parish officers, have had incre- 
dible trouble and vexation ; that there is 
not the least hope of their ever being able to 
accomplish the object contemplated bythe act 
of parliament; and, that, for these reasons, 
the money to be raised upon the counties, as 
a fine for delinquency, cannot be considered 
in any other light, than that of a partial, vex- 
atious and odious tax; to which they might 
truly add, that this punishing of all the pa- 
rishes in the kingdom, because they have 
failed in their endeavours to obtain recruits 
for military service, must have a tendency to 
render that seryice sti]! more amd more odious 
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in the eyes of the people. Are the fines not 
to be levied? Are the provisions of the act 
not to be enforced? Is another dead letter 
Jaw thus to be added to the sta‘utes > Where, 
then, is the vigour, where the efficiency, of 
the measure? Mr Canning thought it quite 
Jnconsistent, to argue against the project, as 
inefficient, at the same time that it was con- 
dended, that it would be vexatious, oppres- 
sive, and odious: just as if, every measure 
having these Jatter qual ties must, of course, 
be ethicient ! To this Mr. Fox made an an- 
swer worthy now of being recalled to the 
memory of the public. ‘* For my own 
** part, saidhe, “ {wish to give this mea- 
“© sure an opportunity of being fully and 
** fairly discussed; and, now that discussion 
** has taken place, Lam convioced, thai it is 
** one of the most oppressive, as well as one 
** of the most inefficient measures, for the 
** purposes it is intended to effect. Indeed, 
** to speak of the absurdities of the bill in 
** detail would be ridiculous, I just now 
* said, that the bill would be found both 
“« ineilicient and oppressive. But, then 
“comes the right honourable gentleman 
“with his famous dilemma.” ‘ How,” 
says he, “‘ do you make that out? How can 
“ the bill be oppressive and inefficient too ?” 
“ Tsay, Sir, the dill will occasion very con- 
** siderable oppression, without producing 
*‘ any considerable addition to your force. 
** The bill appears to me, in every part of 
“ it, full of oppression and injustice, and 
“tending, at best, to a more circuitous 
** mode of recruiting your regular army, 
“ than the plan proposed by my right ho- 
* nourable friend (Mr. Windham), and, as 
** such I must continue to give it my deter- 
“ mined opposition. ‘ If you throw out 
« « my bill, says the right honourable 
« « Chancellor of the Exchequer, I shall 
« « be sorry ; because you and the country 
“¢ « will lose a good mieasure ; but you will 
“ « not thereby be the nearer getting rid of 
“<< me.” A more disrespectful and in- 
** decent expression froin a minister toa 
“* House of Commons 1 never heard! Is 
** not this bill, Sir, a bill of considerable 
* detail, requiring the general consent and 
“ approbation of all ranks of the commu- 
“ mity? Is it possible, I ask, that this 
“* House can so far lose sight of its duty as 
“ as to send a bill of such unexampled se- 
“ verity and oppression to be executed all 
** over the country, contrary to the opinion 
“ of nearly one half of its members? Can 
** such a bill be well executed by a country 
** that disapproves of it? It must be al- 


** Jowed, that the bill, with all the influence 
** of the Sovernment, will be carried by only 
* a very wifling majority ; and, under such 
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 circum:tances,,it cannot be executed wit); 
‘6 that general good-will and general con. 
‘€ seat, by which ooly its operations can be 
‘“ rendered beneficial to the country.” 
And, let any Treasury writer deny, if he 
can. that these opinions have now been fy)- 
ly verified. ‘There are no men raised, worth 
speaking of; at jeast, in Kngiand, whence 
the far greater part were expected to come, 
and must of necessity come, if they come 
at all; and, who is there that will deny, 
that the whole kiogdom has, by this project, 
been harassed, vexed, and oppressed ?—— 


The writers in pay of the ministry, inform. , 


ed, it is to be supposed, of the failure of the 
project, have been, for some time past, en- 
deavouring to prepare the mind of their rea- 
ders for the come-off, which the minister in- 
tends, perhaps, to have recourse to ; namely, 
that the principal object of the additional 
force bill was not to raise men ! What, then, 
was its object? To raise money? That 
may have been-its rea/ object; but, that it 
was not the /rofessed object, who, even a- 
mongst the ministerial partisans, will be 
found impudent evoygh to deny in the face 
of the recorded parliamentary speeches upon 
the subject? Mr. Sheridan, in the debate 
of the Isth of June last, said: ** We cer- 
** tainly did look, with no small expectation 
« and aaxiety to see what armed Minerva 
*€ was to spring from the head of this poli- 
“ tical Jupiter ; and, not a little surprised, 
‘“« indeed, were we all, at the sight of this 
“ little puny ricketty bantling, who, after 
* being sent to the parish nurse, will never 
“ have gristie nor bone eaough to attain 
‘¢ the age of manhood. Who is the man, 
‘€ Sir, that has disappointed the house and 
“ the country ; but he who has been so 
“ yaunting and gigantic in his promises, 
*‘ and so puny and miserable in perform- 


“ance? The rea/ object of this bill ts ¢ax- 
‘© ation. Itis a farce to call it a bill to raise 
“ men. It is a bill to tax all the landed pro- 


“ perty of the country. It is a tax operating 
“in the most unfair and ignoble manner. 
“ It goes to enforce confiscation where there 
“is no forfeiture; to inflict fines where 
there are no offences ; punishments where 
** no crimes are committed.”"* This opinion 
as to the inefficiency of the project, with, 
respect to raising men, was, over and over 
again stated by thy opposition, and as often 
rejected by the then prime minister and his 
partisans. The present bill, said Mr. Pitt, 
*€ is likely to be successful, and attract mento 
“ enter the regular service. Without, how- 
* ever, attending, in the first istance, '0 
‘© its effect in recruiting the regular army, 


w——* 





* Parl, Debates, Vol. Il. p.735- 
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« it will immediately have one beneficial 


« consequence, namely, that of setting 
« free a portion of the regulars, (now 
«locked up in the defensive service) near- 
«ly corresponding to the numbers rais- 
«“ ed.”* And this setting free the regu- 
Jars was to be accomplished by the raising 
of men under the bill ‘“‘ The plan,” said 
he, “ promises to raise men more expeditiously 
«+ than any other mode we are acquainted 
« with."+ That these opinions were faith- 
fully echoed by the whole of the ‘Treasury 
Bench it is hardly necessary to state. Let 
us next see, then, what were the expecta- 
tions which the ministerial partisans out of 
doors, eudeavoured to excite in the mind of 
the pablic. The plan was called by the 
Ovicie (a print exclusively devoted, if not 
mauaged, by a close “ young friend”), a 
pian “ connecting the best security against 
‘our present difficulties with the easiest 
“ and most effectual provision for creating 
“a permanent force."——‘* A measure for 
“ creating a never-failing source of supply 
“ for the regular army.”—* This bill unites 
“ m:ldueis with efficiency: it gives full scope 
“to the display of voluntary spirit, and 
“ substitutes the exertions of local knowledze, 
“and local influence, for the detestable 
“ practice of crimping: it does not leave 
“ the rich or the poor to the blind and op- 
* pressive chance of a ballot: it does not 
“ impose on the one a heavy tax for a bad 
“ purpose, the offer of high bounties for 
‘ substitutes, so hurttul to the reguiar 
“ recruiting; wor does it force away the 
“ other from the industrious maintenance of 
“a family into the service of the state; it 
“ remits all the former grievous penalties, 
and levies no fine on any parish but for 
blameable tardiness or inattention : in short, 
itshews that the resources of a free go- 
vernment are superior to the harsh man- 
dates of despotism, and that individual 
liberty may be admirably connected with 
the surest means of increasing and perpe- 
tuating the public strength. Is there any 
one of those points which can admit of 
fair and candid controversy? Is there any 
truly independent member of parliamect, 
. any real friend of his couatry, who can 
hesitate a moment on which side of the 
_ Westion he ought to vote? When the 
mMouves of the present opposiiion bave 
scaicely a large cobweb to cover them, 
is there any man, we will not merely say 
s» void of honour, bat of common poli 
Cy, and common sense, as io risk his pre- 
“at character, and future fame, in a 
Occ 
k ; han Debates, Vol ll. p. 741.—+ Ibid, 
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** desperate scramble for places, far, very 






“ far indeed, beyond the grasp of a self- 
* deluded party ?”—-—This is pretty well ; 
but we must hear them, in their triumph, 
after the last division that took place in the 
House of Commons relative to this bill. 
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‘Lhough the faint echoes of an applauding 
senate, we caunot restrain our eagerness 
in givivg the nation joy on the decisive 
triumph, obtained over the efforts of a 
desperate faction, over all the strength and 
stratageaa of an-wunjrincipled confederacy, 
The des means of providing for the /resent 
defence and future security of the coun- 
try were opposed, with a view to the 
overthrow of administration, and to the 
immediate seizure of power. We leave 
Mr Fox to ring the changes on his ab- 
surdity, and shall only notice a reply made 
to one of his futile assertions, that it was 
money, Not men, that the minister wanted. 
Every body must be struck with the just- 
ness of Mr. Osborn’s observation, that 
the bill must hase been framed with 
an opposite intent, as not one shilling 
could be procured by it, bat in the 
event of not raising the men. ‘The 
learned Serjeant Best did not escape the 
keenness of Vr. Cannings remark on his 
black-letter authorities, and his bring- 
ing forware a circulating library of law in 
support of his opinion. Mr. Camiing was 
not less pointed in his strictures on the 
inconsistencies of other opponents of the 
bill, who dillered more amongst them- 
selves than with its supporters. Some 
wisbed to h.ve a clear stage to erect anew 
system ; others were averse to any increase 
of the regular forces; and, among a third 
party, poor deceased ballot bad found pa- 
negyrists. Such men, though they might 
take the same side on a division of the 
house, must quarrel in the lobby. Brother 
Bragge and the D ctor were calied up by 
one of Mr. Canning’s side glances at their 
endeavours to atone for the inefficiency of 
their administration by the vigour of their 
opposition. But we do not mean to tura 
their speeches into ridien/e: we are rather 
disposed to leave the jor things in their 
natural state of chscurity and insignifi- 
cance.” * We may be allowed to stop 
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* See Spirit ov THe PuBLic JouRNALS, 
for 1804; pp. 503, 504, 507, 530, 531, 
532; And, indeed, the whole series of arti- 


‘cles, upon this subject, comprised between 


p. 490 avd 538. By a perdsal of these pages 
the reader will clearly perceive what were 
the expectations which the partiasns of 
Mr. Pitt taught the public to entertain from 


this project. 
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here, for a moment, and ask the “ young 
friend,” who wrote this article in the 
Oracie, whether he now thinks, that 
* brother Bragge and the Doctor” are such 
very “poor things.” Does he thiok that 
Mr. Canning will venture to cast any more 
** side glances” at the “inefficiency” of the 
** Doctor's” administration? He may, how- 
ever, safely “ eave the poor things in their 
“ state of obs urity and sasignificance ;” for, 
long before now, he has heard, seen, and 
felt, that they know pretty well how to take 
care of themselves, ——-—— U pon referring 
to what was said in parliament, as well as to 
what was published in the ministerial prints, 
there can, then, remain no doubt in the 
mind of any man, that the main object (at 
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our affairs so loudly call for an increase, 


_ very considerable increase, of our dispo. 


But, it is said, that minister: 
mean to bring forward, amongst their in. 


crease, the men inlisted into the Germ; 


and Essequtbo! 


Lesion, and the Dutch Troops, in Demerara 

Nay; this is no jest, 
Nor must we be at all surprized if we see 
these troops set in the front of the array, 


| though we shall certainly have a right fo 


least the main object professed) of Mr. Piits | 


project was to raise men by the means of 
parish officers; and to raise 10,000 of then, 
in Great-Britain alone, immediately. In- 
deed, if the Parish-Army was eyer to receive 
the 01,233 men required to complete it to 
its intended establishment (allowing an 
annual rectuiting therefrom to the = a- 
mount of 9.000 for Great-Britain§ with 
a due proportion for Ireland) must it not 
necessarily have been expected, — that 
the first half year would have produced 
from 16,000 to 20,000 men? If this was 
not the case, when was the Parish Army 
ever to be completed? And, what was the 
use of appointing ve or six thousand com- 
missioned and non-commissioned officers to that 
Army? Yet, afier a!l this, when we see 
that a!l England has not produced, per- 
haps, a thousand recruits, in virtue of this 


bill, are we to be told, that the project has | 


mot failed? Are we to be told, that our 
military force is in a prosperous way ; that 
ut has increased faster during the last six 
months than it increased theretofore ; and 
that the parliament ought to rest satisfied 
without any investigation of the subject ? 
Since May last, that is to say, since the 
formation of the “ efficient” cabinet, there 
may have been about three or four thousand 
men transterred, by inlistment, from the 
Army of Reserve to the regular army. 
The sharp winter and the high price. of 
bread may have driven two or three thou- 
sand poor wretches into the hands of the 
parish officers, The regular army may have 
recruited a thousand or two of good, stout, 
hearty men, really disposed to cae sol- 
diers. But, all this will be found to fall 
short of the- numbers raised, during the 
preceding six monihs, by the “ incapable” 
cabinet; and, assuredly, it falls far short of 
what ts required to make good the con- 
sumption of the regular army during the 


sane period; and this, too, at a time when 4 








remind Lord Sidmouth of the 8,000 exce!- 
lent foreign troops he disbanded at the 
peace, for believing in the duration o{ 
which men were called “ nature’s fools ;” 
and to remind ‘Mr. Pitt, that he never said 
a word in disapprobation of the disbanding 
of those troops. After all, however, what 
is the amount of our regular force? oj 
our force capable of being employed on 
foreign service? of our force vader regular 
officers, and under such discipline as in- 
spires confidence? Perhaps it may amount 
to 50,000 effective Infantry, exclusive of 
Guards and Artillery, in the whole of the 
united kingdom. The whole of the In- 
fantry, including Guards, may amount to 
70,000 men, perhaps. <And, let it never 
be forgotten, that it is Jnfantry, of which a 
warlike army must ever be Arincipally com- 
posed. Cavalry and Artillery are equally to 
be cherished; but, they are useful only 
when in due proportion to the Infantry, 
either of an army in the field, or when 
viewed as part of the military force of a 
country. With a force, then, of only 
70,000, or thereabouts, of regular Infantry 
in the whole kingdom, we are talking of a 
grand coalition on the continent of Europe; 
of conquests beyond the Western main ; 
and we are actually fitting out expeditions! 
But, we have, in the united kingdom, about 
eighty thousand militia, and, at home in 
their feather-beds, 480,000 volunteers! 
Not half so many, perhaps, of this latier 


description; and, if we are to judge of 
. what they will do by what they have done 


at Mount’s Bay, Chester, and Knaresbo- 
rough, 4 diminution in their numbers will 
be regarded as having lessened our dange's. 
In short, it is evident, that we still want ox 
army, a real army, a regular disciplined 
army of Infantry; the most manageable, the 
cheapest, and the most efficient of all sor's 
of force; such an army we want, amount- 
ing to 150,000 men, in the united kingdom 
at this moment, allowing 30,000 or 40,000 
more for stations abroad; and, this army 
we .never shall have; ner any thing 
approaching to it, while the present 
system is persevered in. Jt is a thing 
not to be obtained by means such as we have 


been, and yet are, making use of. The 
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objection to an efficient plan has constantly 
been, as well on the part of the “* efficient 
as the “ incapable” cabinet, the want of 
time, the press of circumstances. ‘This was 
urged against Mr. Windham when he ex- 
pressed his apprehensions relative to the 
dangerous and lasting competition of boun- 
ties that would be created by the army of 
reserve bill; and the same objection was, in 
the Jast instance, urged by Mr. Pitt. They 
have found time to drivel along, from year 
to year, raising men enough for every thing 
but the rea) army; but, to provide for the 
nts of that service, to establish a force, 
respecting the efficiency of which neither 
ourselves nor our enemies could have en- 
tertained a doubt, they have never been able 
to tind time !——-«We. have frequently been 
dazzled with a grand display of uumbers ; 
aud, even since the commencement of the 
present Session of Parliament, we have 
beard the boast repeated of 700.000 men in 
erms! These were not, indeed, catled sol- 
diers. But why, if not for the purpose of 
amusing and deceiving us, is such boast 
ever made? If we do not regard them as 
s)\diers, that Is to say, men fit to compose 
part of an army for the purpose of fghting, 
of what avail is it to talk of their numbers ? 


| We may as well boast of the possession of 


sa immense number of cats, or dogs, or of 
horses, as Sir Brook did. And, if we do 
regard them as soldiers, the fact of our 
having them is the most scandalous, the 
most disgraceful to our national character, 


that can possibly be conceived ; for, what is 


our object in collecting sach a number? 
“ To defend our country,” answers Sir 
Bialam. To defend our country against the 
menaced attacks of Napoleon, who never 
pretends to possess more than 500,000 sol- 
cies, for the several purposes of attacking 
es; of keeping Italy, Spain, Portugal, Hol- 
land, and Switzerland, in a state of vas- 
salage; of preserving the conquest of Ha- 
over; and of holding the rest of the Con- 
tinent at bay! The fact, then, of our having 
9,000 men in arms for the defence of our 
Country, while we have a navy far superior 
to that ofall the powers in the world united, 
1s a fact, at which, if it were trne, a Briton 
ugh to die with shame. But, it is not 
_ We feel, that the s* men in arms,” 
“ Which our ministers boast, are, with an 
Pini Comparatively small, not soldiers. 
* : may be men in arms; but, in the force 
For an ae we place little confidence ; 
she ‘ e : it Not, with 700,000 soldiers in 
he Ch. ands, and with our fleets riding in 
* annel, be an infamy too great to be 
Pported to live under the existence of a 
“, which provides for the burning of our 
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ricks, barns, and houses, at the approach of 
a French army! Yes, we feel, and most 
sensibly too, that these 700,000 men are not 
soldiers ; and, this feeling operates as a just 
punishment for our folly amd indecision ; 
for paltering with ourselves; for our contina- 
ally secking to put a trick upon the warld; 
for our reluctance to do any thing that may 
look like taking up the gauntlet ofthe foe, and 
thereby conmnit us as to the issue of the con- 
test. Our immense numbers are not only no 
advantage to us, but weigh against, in the 
eyes of our enemy, in the eyes of the world, 
and in reality ; for, who does not know, 
that to render 700,000 men fit to perform 
real military duty, there must be about 
25,000 commissioned officers ? Austria and 
France both together, with all their military 
schools, with all their fortified places, with 
all their campaigns, have not so great a num- 
ber. «And, is there any one weak enough 
to believe, that we can possess them? Lea- 
ving the 480,000 volunteers and their co- 
lonels out of the account, we have an army 
of reserve and a militia, both put together, 
of 100,000 men, which require between 
3,000 and 4,000 commissioned officers, Can 
it be believed, that these officers are easily 
found in these islands, fit to command men in 
the day of battle ?» One of the great injuries 
that our service experiences is, the robbing 
of the regular army of its officers, by scat- 
tering them about in these ineflicient levies ; 
by making them inspectors, receivers, re- 
viewers, and God knows what besides ; 
estranging them from the army, from real 
military cuty and military studies; mixing 
them with magistrates and parish-officers, 
with scarlet-clad lawyers, merchants, shop- 
keepers, and stock-jobbers; making them 
a sort of mongrel politicians and courtiers, 
and thas teaching them (what some of them 
are apt enough in learning) to seek promo- 
tion by crawling at the heels of a minister, 
or a minister's waderling, rather than by 
marching at the head of their corps. How 
pleasant, should we teel, if, instead of all 
this bustle and hubbeb through the country, 
about militia and army of reserve and ad- 
ditional force and volunteers ; if, instead 
of all these ballotings and finings, these 
meetings of lieutenants and deputies and 
magistrates and constebles and chureli- 
wardens; if, instead of all this, we had 
one good army, one war-office,,and one 
system of recruiting ?, An army in these 
islands of 150,000 men, all subject to the’ 
same laws, the same é¢conomical regulations, 
the same principles of discipline; a cons- 
pact, steady, obedient body of men, stout 
in frame and sound in heart, contented 


with, and even proud of, their profession, © 
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and looking back with contempt rather thon 
with envy to the walks of common life / 
How pleasant and how secure should we 
feel under the protection of such: a force, 
whoily composed of our own countrymen, 
and never disgraced by the association with 
vagabonds and criminals! How, light too, 
should we feel the pecuniary maintenance 
of such an army! he money that has 
been paid for the mere collecting of ou 
present heterogeneous mass of men in arms 
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would have rated an army such as I am | 


speaking of, and would have maintained it 


for years; to say vothing of the distress, | 


the ruin of poor families, the heart-break- 
ing sepurations, the constant and universal 
gaxiely pressing upon the mind of every 
poor man, woman, and child, occasioned 
by the system we have so long and so per- 
versely pursued. ‘The expense of imaintain- 
ing inspectors, reviewers, and of travelling, 
on the part of magistrates, parish oflicers 
and others, would have hilf maintained 
a sufticient regular army. ‘The very daw 
expences alone would have supported a 
stout brigade. The charges for the printing 
of all these acts and explan.tions and sche- 
dules and returns and notices and citations 
and warrants and the lord knows what 
would have maintained two or three good 
battalions. And yet we are togoon! We 
are to persevere in this system of confusion, 
vexation, and oppressiov. Balloting is laid 
uside ; but now we are to have fines. Some- 
thing or other still to torment ; still to alarm 
in some shape or degree ; still to make men 
hate that which they ought to love, to fear 
that to which they ought to look for security. 
———When you deveiop the evils of this sys 
tem, you are sometimes reminded of the 
dangers which political and civil liberty 
would experience from a standing army. These 
two words are now mere words, mere sound, 
retaining nothing at all of the sense and 
meaniog of the same words, as mace use of 
when the jealousy of a standing army was 
first entertained. No, it is, as Sir Robert 
Wilson observes to Mr. Pitt, from the use 
of a metal very different from won, that the 
liberties of England have been endangered ; 
and though that metal itself has been a!most 
completely banished, we have something 
that would, upon a pinch, most convenient- 
ly and efficiently supply its place. 

“* Blest puper-credit, last and best supply ! 

* That $ Corruption lighter wings to Py. 

** A leaf, like Sibyls’, scacter to and fro 

* Our fates and fortunes, as the wind shall blow !" 
No; it is not force of arms that we have to 
fear; is the force ot influence, noisele s 
wiluence; it isthe force of the bank, tle 





house, tue excis¢-eilice, that palace | 


a a 
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of taxation in the Strand; it is these and 
their standing army, which, including in- 
valids and expectants, amount to not much 
short of 200,0e0 men; ths is the army, 
whose invalids are not left to gd. a day, 
this is the army whose force our political 
and civil liberties have to dread. Before 
men again talk of the dangers, in this re. 
spect to be apprehended from a regular 
army of soldiers, of the strength that I am 
speaking of, they wil do well to point out 
some instance, in which English liberty has 
been endangered by such an army; they 
will do well to seek for some such instances 
of lawless force, as we have wiinessd 
from the Volunteers at Chester, ‘at Mount’s 
Bay, and at Knaresborough.* Nor are 
these all. A cautious silence is observed 
upon the subject; but, there are, or there 
were, daily such acis committed by armed 
volunteers,as would, ifcommitied by regular 
soldiers, bave excited a clamour that nothing 
could have quieted. Yes, this is precisely 
the system by which arms become dangerous 
to, and finally destroy, political and civil 
liberty. A system that confounds the fonc- 
tions, the duties, and the feelings, of the 
citizen and the soldier, of the civil and mili- 
tary officer; that makes the magistrate a 
captain, and the constable or parish officer, 
a serjeant, as far as fierceness and severity 
go, but not an inch further ; while the cap- 
tain and the serjeant learn just enough from 
their civil associates to render them Jax and 
remi:s in the duties of their station. Can 
those, who prattle about that “ constitutional 
« force” the militia, shew me the way in 
which a regular army could possibly produce 
in the country so much anxiety, so much 
real severity and oppression, so much real 
loss, not of political liberty, perhaps, but of 
what comes much nearer to every. man’s 


‘bosom, namely, his civil, yea his ersonal 


liberty ? And, do those persons who are fer 
maintaining our present heterogeneous mass 
of armed men, lest a large standing army 
should endanger our liberties, recollect, that 
the Parish army, for instance, is as much 





* For an account of the former, see 
Register, Vol. V. pp. st et seq. also p. 86, 
87 and 83 of the same volume. Upon the 
trial of eme volunteer, found guilty ef 
being concerned in breaking open the jail 
at Chester, it appeared in evidence, that 
more than a hundred volunteers were in the 
riot.——For the Mount’s Bay affair, see 
the Advertisement of the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty, Vol. VI. p. 950.—-~-And, for an 
account of the conduct of the volunteers at 
Knaresborough, see. the election-petition 
now before the Heuse of Commons. 
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Boulton Mainwaring was thereby required 
go swear to the same, according to the pro- 
yisions of the statute in that behalf made 
and provided ; that, on. such request being 
made, the said George Soulton Mainwaring 
iasisted that the provisions of the said act 
of Parliament, above referred to, did not 
extend to him, he being the eldest son and 
heit apparent of a person qualified by ihe 
caid statute to serve as a knight of a shire ; 
bat, immediately afterwards, the said 
George Boulton Mainwaring took his cor- 
poral oath, in the form, and to the effect, 

-ecribed by the satd statute, and swore 
that he trulyand bona fide had such an estate 
i law or equity, to and for his own use and 
benefit, of or in lands, tenements, or here- 


tify and clear all incumbrances that might 
sitect the same, of the annual value of six 
hundred pounds, above reprizes, as did qua- 
lily hem to be elected. and returned to serv 
asa member for the said County of Mid- 
Jiesex, according to the tenor and true 
meaning of the act of Porliament in that 
behat; and that his said lands, tenements, 
r hereditaments, were lying or being with- 
in the several pari-hes, townships, or pre- 
cinets, of Edmonton and Enfield, in the said 
Couny of Middlesex; and that the peti- 
tioners are informed and believe, and repre- 
sent to the House, that, at the time of the 
said election and return, when such demand 
! his qualification as aforesaid, was made, 
tic said George Boulton Mainwaring was 
motthe eldest son or heir apparent of any 
person $0 qualified as aforesaid to serve as 
Koivht of a shire, and then had not any 
state, fieehold or copyhold, for his own 
le, or ior some greater estate, either in 
aw or equity, to and for his own use and 
enefit, of or in lands, tenements, or here- 
Hilaments, over and above what would sa- 
sty and clear all incumbrances that might 
fect the same, lying or being in Edmonton 
nd Enfield aforesaid, or either of them, or 
lsewhere, within that part of Great Britain 
ralled England, the "ah ata of Wales, 
nd town of Berwick upon Tweed, of the 
nnwal value of six hundred pounds, above 
“prizes, as qualified him to be elected and 
“turned to represent the said county in 
“Miaent ; whereby the said election and 
ai os the ‘aid George Boulton Main- 
pC 2 rai: and are void, and the said 
c nai oe ton Mainwaring is not capa- 
. hemes asa member of the House; 
air ear e Proying the House to take 
OyT ares SMH des consideration, and that 
tary Cee hake are the said election and 
void, and grant them such fur- 
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\ ther relief in the premises as to the House 
shall seem meet.——Ordered, That the said 
petition be taken into consideration upon 
Thursday the 2$th day of February next, 
at three of the clock im the aflernoon,——- 
Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do issue his ware 
rant or warrants tor such persons, papers, 
and records, as shall be thought necessary 
by the several parties on the hearing of the 
matter of the said petition. 








Memoria or Sutp-Owners. Copy of 
a Memorial presented to Lord Hawkesbury, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, reo 
lative to the Sequestration of British Ships 
and other Property in ibe Spanish Do- 
minions, upon the breaking our of the War, 
1796.—-- This Memorial was presented 
just after the conclusion of the Peace of 
Amiens. 7 

That your memorialists, previously to 
the Declarationof War onthe part of this 
| country against the Crown of Spain, and in 
| full faith of the then existing treaties of 
| peace and commerce between the two coun- 
tries, and of the security thereby afforded to 
the persons and property of the subjects of 
the respective countries, had sent a great 
number of vessels, the property of your me- 
morialists, freighted with very valuable car- 
goes, to the different ports and harbours of 

Spain, for the purpose of disposing of tbeir 

respective cargoes, in the accustomed way 

of commerce to the subjects of that country, 

——That war was declared between the 

King of England and the king of Spain on 

the Oth day of November, 1796.——That 

some time before that event, and while the 
aforesaid treaties of alliance and commerce 
between this country and Spain were in full 

force, the government of Spain published a 

proclamation, bearing date in or about the 

month of August, 1796, whereby it was or- 
dained, that an embargo should be lajd on 
all English ships in the ports and harbours 
of that country.—--That your memorialists, 
and the masters or captains of the several 
ships or vessels belonging to your memori- 
alists, at that time lying in the ports and 
harboars of Spain, entertaining no doubt of 
the safety of the ships and cargoes then un- 
der their care, and confiding in the protec- 
tion ‘afforded to persons and property si- 
milarly situated, not only by the law of na- 
ture acd nations, but also by the stipulations 
of particular treaties, had taken no stepa 

whereby they might be enabled to elude a 

sudden ensbargo, or to obviate the unforinu- 

nate consequence of so anlooked for a, mea- 
sure.-~—That in consequence, therefore, of, 
the afviesaid proclamation, several vessels 
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belonging to your memorialists, together 
with their respective cargoes, were imme- 
diately seized and detained in the various 
ports of Spain, and shortly after disposed of 
by order of the government of that country, 
whereby vour memorialists have sustained 
great and most grievous inconvenience and 
less.——That after the before-mentioned 
seizure and detention of the said vessels, and 
before their disposal, your memorialists 
caused many, though inetfectual reptesen- 
tations of the consequences thereof, to be 
made to the government of Spain, and prayed 
that restitution of their property might be 
nmiade to them, in pursuance of the terms of 
the treaties of amity and eommerce then 
subsisting between the two countries. —— 
That your memorialists humbly conceive the 
said detention and sale of their property, to 
be directly against the meaning and inten- 
tion of many treaties formerly made, and as 
they presume, then in force between this 
country and Spain. ——That by the 36th 
article of this treaty of peace, concluded be- 
tween the late King Charles the Second, and 
the Court of Spain, in the year 1067, it was 
provided, “ that if it shall happen hereafter, 
that any difference fall out between the King 
of Great Britain, and the King of Spain, 
whereby the mutual commerce and good cor- 
respondence may be endangered, the respec- 
tive subjects and people of each party shall 
have notice thereof given them in time, that 
is to say, the space of six months, to trans- 
port their merchandize and effects, without 
giving them in that time any molestation or 
trouble, or retaining, or embarking their 
goods, or persons.”"—-—That by the 18th 
article of the Treaty of Utrecht, it is pro- 
vided, * That if the disputeswhich are com- 
posed should at any time be renewed be- 
tween their said Royal Majesties, and break 
out into open war, the ships, merchandizes, 
and goods, both moveable and immoveable, 
of the subjects on both sides, which shall be 
found to be, and remain in the ports and 
dominions of ihe adverse party, shall not be 
confiscated, or suffer any damage, but the 
space of six months on the one part, and on 
the other shall be granted to the said subjects 
of each of their said Royal Majesties, in order 
to their selling the aforesaid things, or any 
other their ettects, or carrying away and 
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memorialists presumed to hope they should 
have been restored to the full enjoyment of 
all their property so seized and detained in 
the ports of Spain, by virtue of the said pro- 


| 








transporting the same from thence, whither- 
socver they please, without any molestation.” 
— —That in conformity to the said articles, 
and the reliance placed by your memorialists 
on the due observance of the terms thercof, 
the respective treaties in which they are con- 
tained, then remaining in fall force, and 
the principle thereof acknowledged, your 





| 


[168 


clamation. But it was at that time thought 
proper by the government of that country 
to pursue a contrary line of conduct; and 
the afore-mentioned ships, with their respec- 
tive cargoes belonging to your memorialists 
were sold, as before stated, and no ‘part of 
the produce thereof returned to your me- 
morialists.——That your memorialists hav- 
ing thus suffered for many years under the 
deprivation of a very great and valuable part 
of their property, have no resource but in 
the interference and mediation of your lord- 
ship, and they are rather emboldened to ap- 
ply to your lordship on this occasion, not 
only by the natural justice of their claim to 
remuneration under the before-mentioned 
circumsiances, and on the ground of the 
aforesaid several treaties, but also by the 
express terms of the 14th article of the De- 
finitive Treaty ot Peace just now signed be- 
tween this country and France, conjointly 
with Spain and Holland.——That by the 
said 14th article of the Definitive Treaty it 
is expressly provided, * that all the se- 
questrations laid on either side, on funds, 
revenues, and credits, of what nature soever 
they may be, belonging to any of the con- 
tracting powers, or to their citizens and sub- 
jects, shall be taken off immediately after 
the signature of the said Definitive Treaty.” 
And it is also, by the said article provided 
*¢ that the decision of all claims among the 
individuals of the respective nations, for 
debts, property, estates, or rights, of any na- 
ture whatsoever, which should, according to 
received usages and the laws of nations, be 
preferred at the epoch of the peace, shall be 
referred to the competent tribunals; and 
that, in all those cases, speedy and complete 
justice shall be done in the countries where- 
in those claims shall be respectively pre- 
ferred.””—— That your memorialists humbly 
conceive, that no objection can be urged 
against the application of the universal prin- 
ciples of justice or the spirit or letter of the 
afore-mentioned particular treaties to their 
case, as now laid before your lordship, on 
the ground of the want of précedent ; for 
your memorialists beg leave to remind your 
lordship, that at the close of the American 
war, a great number of owners of British 
vessels were in a situation exactly similar to 
that in which your memorialists at present 
unfortunately stand ; their vessels, together 


with their cargoes, being in the French ports 


at the commencement of the war; a? 
whilst there, seized, detained, condemut 
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and sold, by virtue of edicts or orders issued 
by the court of France for that purpose ; and 
on the settlement of peace between the bel- 
ligerent powers, the government of this 
country, on a representation made on the 
part of those British owners, was pleased to 
interfere, and obtained for them from the 
9 verpment of France, the fullvalue of the 
property that had been so condemned and 
sold. That under the aforesaid circum- 
stances, your memorialists must soffer a very 
great and irreparable loss, unless the govern- 
ment of this country shall be pleased to exert 
 jtselfon their behalf. ——Y our memorialists 
therefore, most humbly pray your lordship 
to take their case into your lordship’s con- 
sideration; and that your lordship will be 
pleased to interfere, on the part of His Ma- 
jesty’s government, andto obtain for your 
memorialists, such compensation for the 
before-mentioned det¢ntion and sale of their 
property, as shall be rScsonable ; or to pro- 
cure for your Memoriaiists, such other relief, 
in respect of the matters before stated, as to 
your lordship’s jadgment and goodness shall 
seem meet.——And your lordship’s memoa- 
rialists, &c, 





MEMORIAL OF Su:P-Ownens—— Lelter to 
Lord Hawkesbury from the Agent of the 
Sdip-Owners, dated 22 Dee. 1802. 

My Lonv,—Mr. B——, during the 
last Sessions of Parliament, bad the honour 
(o present to your lordship, on the part of the 
Owners of sundry British ships which had 
been seized and detained in the several ports 
of Holland, France, and Spain, previously to 
tie commencement of the late war with 
tiosé countries, three memorials, praying 
your lordship’s interference on the part of 
His Majesty's government with those se- 
eral powers, for the parpose of obtaining 
f'om them some reasonable compefisation 
for the loss and injury sustained by the me- 
horialists, owing to the detention and sale 
‘their property under the ‘orders issued in 
egard thereto by those governments respec- 
ely; and the answer which your lordship 
vas pleased toreturn to Mr, B--— on the 
abject of those memorials having been com- 
a by kim to the parties interested, 
y beg leave very respectfully to thaok 
CLC for the consideration you have 
wi A Aatzer to bestow upon their case; 
eine : same time trust your lordship will 
wre or em to express their apprehension 
sg heal po of your answer, that they 
rae ee to state the nature of their 
yer with sutiicient accuracy, and that 
rid soiree the liberty which they have 
ined to take in suggesting to your re- 
Usideration such an explanation as they 
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hope may induce your lordship to afford them 
that assistance and protection which from 
the equity and justice of their case they 
have been led humbly to request from the 
British government on their behalf. Your 
lordship, as it appears to them, may have 
considered that the ships alluded to in the 
memorials, were condemned by sentence of 
the Courts of Admiralty, of the respective 
countries therein-mentioned, for some cause 
originating witb or after the Declaration of 
War between the beligerent powers, which 
would subject them agreeably to the rule of 
the law of nations to the penalty of confis- 
cation, whereas the property in question had 
in fact entered into, and was remaining at 
the respective times of the seizure thereof, in 
the ports where it was seized in the innocerit 
course of peaceful commerce, and with en- 
tire cofidence on the part of the British 
owners; that all their rights therein were 
intitled, to be held sacred and inviolable, a 
confidence in which they had the greater rea- 
son to rely in as much as if a difference of 
opinion should be entertained as to the ge- 
nera! rule of law, applying to cases so cir- 
cumstanced, whea unrestrained by any con- 
ventional regulations, but which the memo- 
rialists scarcely think can prevail, consistent- 
ly with justice and equity, still they were 
entitled expressly to protection in that re- 
spect under the faith of treaties in which it 
had been reciprocally contemplated and 
agreed between Great-Britain and the se- 
veral powers to whom those ports belong- 
ed; amongst other the provisions and stipu- 
lations therein-contained, that in case of 
any war thereafter breaking out, six months 
should be allowed to their respective subjects 
for the removing of their merchandize and 
effects, or otherwise disposing of them as 
they should see fit, whereas even before any 
Declaration of Wer, solemn or unsolemn, 
the said ships and cargoes in question were 
not only detained but sold as stated in the 
said memorials. Under all which cir- 
cumstances it appears to the British owners 
interested in this unfortunate affair, and as. 
they trust it willto your lordship, that in 








whatever form, or .by whatever tribunal 


their property was thus ordered to be dis- 
posed of, such a sentence cannot be support- 
ed as an adjudication duly passed upon the 
property of the subjects of powers becoming 
hostile under the circumstances and rela- 
tions aforesaid, or by. which the same can 
be considered as legally divested. A very 
short examination of the dates of these 
transactions will establish the fact, that the 
orders of the respective powers of Holland, 
France, .and Spain, by virtue of which the 
persons, app'ying to your lordship on this 
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471} 
occasion, were deprived of their property, 
were made and issued, and carried into ef- 
fect, far within the time allowed for the 
protection of property, in case of war, by 
the treaties to which they bave taken the l- 
berty to refer; and they look with addi- 
tional confidence to the event of this appli- 
cation, from your lordship’s totimate ac- 
quaintance with the law of nations, and the 
sound principles of natural justice Humbly 
presuming to hops, that your lordship will, 
upon reconsideration of their case, with that 
condescension and goodness which have al- 
ways maried your lordship’s conduct, be 
yet inclined to listen to their representation, 
and to procure them relief, according to the 
prayer of their memorials, or in such other 


way as it may seem most expedient to yout 


lordship to be granted with reference to the 
losses they have respectively sustained. |] 
aim, my lord, with great respect, your lord- 
ship's most obedieat and faithful servant. 





SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
Mititary Force —-—Upon this sub- 
ject, certainly of the first importance, at this 
time, the pablic have been anxiously waiting 
for that investigation which the notified mo- 
tion of Mr. Windham promised to afford. 
That motion having, however, been so un- 
expectedly, postponed, some observations, 
which the mot'on would, perbaps, have ren- 
dered unnecessery, may now, without any 
impropriety be submitted to the readers of 
this work.——Tocome ata fair view of the 
state of ovr military means, and to show the 
inadequacy of Mr. Pitt's project for im- 
proving those means, we mast first look back 
at the several steps by which we have ar- 
rived ot our present situation in this respect. 
~-— The moment the late cabinet, under 
the advice and with the decided and unre- 
served approbation and support of Mr. Pitt, 
had concluded the treaty of Amiens, they 
set themselves to work to reduce our military 
orece, and, we must not forget here, that 
they have since declared ali those to be 
* nature's fools,” who expected that peace 
to Jast. That “ peace of experiment” was 
hardly made, however, when they redueed 
the army, including militia and fencibies, 
srom 250,000 to 120,000 men. Mr. Yorke 
stated, that 72.000 mulitia (confining our 
selves now to Great Britain) were disem- 
bodied, because it was the custom to disem- 
body the militia at the conclasion of peace, 
Vor the same reason 20,079 men of the fen- 
cible reg ments were immediately disbanded. 
Irvalids to the amount of 5,172 men were 
teduced end scattered over every part of the 
‘jngdom, whence, when the signal of war 
Was agein given, they were calicd tozether, 
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to their great inconvenence and injury, 
which must, doubtless, have caused a cup. 
siderable reduction in their nombers, There 
were, 7,025 men discharged, of whom no de. 
scription was given ; but, allowing these to 
have been entitled to their discharge, there 
were 8,045 belonging to foreign corps dis. 
charged, and who did not want their dis. 
charge; and, of the cavalry, 10 439 men, 
Of these two latter descriptions we began io 
iniist again in fen movths ater the reduction 
took place; and, the bounty including con- 
tingencies, of 19,435 men (a number equa! 
to that of ihe foreign corps and cavalry un- 
necessarily discharged! cannot have amounr- 
ed toasum far shoit of 500 COO]—While 
this work of redaction in our regular and 
disciplined force was going forward, the mi- 
nisters did not, however, appear disposed to 
neglect that of a different description, So 
early as the 20th of June, 1802, a permanent 
code for the mi/ijia of England and Scot. 
land, introduced by Mr. Yorke, was passed 
intoa law. The number for England wai 
fixed at 40.000 to be augmented, in case of 
need to 60,000 men; for Scotland, at 8,000 
to be, in like.case, augmented to 12,000. As 
soon as the parliament met again, 10 thie av- 
tumn of 3802, a militia for Ireland (where 
the former militia had been completely dis- 
banded) became a favourite object, and, on 
the 17th of December in that year, an act 
was passed for raising a militia in Jrelanc, 
amounting to 18,000 men; not by ballet, 
but by a bounty at two guineas each mep. 
This bounty being, upon the approach of 
war, found to be too little, an act was passed, 
ov the 7th of April, 1803, for allowing a 
bounty of four guineas each man for ths 
Irish militia, and that, too, at atime, when 
the bounty for the regular army was sill 
kept down at five guineas.——doon aficr, 
however, the ministers of the * incapable 
cabinet, as Mr Pitt called it, began to set, 
that, having called out, or ordered to be ca'l- 
ed out, their militia and supplementary mi 
litta, consisting, in the whole kingdom a 
G0,060 men; having created a competition 
of bounties, under which the regular army 
was completely at a stand; having so well 
succeeded in this, they began to see, alter 
having been told of it a thousand times, thet 
no men could be obtained, or were likely to 
be*obtained, by the ordinary mode of re- 
cruiting, for general service, aud for submis 
sion to regular discipline under experienced 
officers. They were convinced of 1) 
They acknowledged their conviction, Th¢ 
manufacturers were thrown out of woik, y¢ 
no regular recruits were raised. The boud- 
ties for home service had risen so high, the 
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» wandering lad into the army. But these 
facts produced no good effect in the minds of 
It never eotered into their 
minds to remove the cause of theevil; to do 
acay the fatal competition by putting a stop 
ty the levies of the supplementary militia, 


the ministers. 


which were then going on : no; but, oa the 
contrary, to increase that competition three: 
foid, and to render recraiung for the 
army perfectly desperate, by introducing and 
passing into a law, the project generally 
knowm under the appe'lation of the army of 
reserve ; that mongrel force, to be command- 
ed by regular officers, whose services were 
without limit, but the service of the mea to 
be limited both as to time and place, five 
years being the period for which they were 
Bioserve, and their engagement being posi- 
tively zof to serve any where batin the Uni- 
ted Kngdom, and the three islands, Jersey, 
Gacrasey, and Alderney. When asked, 
wiy, if they had had a measure like this in 
view, they did not bring it forward sooner, 
the ministers answered, that, if they had so 
done, it would have iat: rfored with the rais- 
mg of the supplementary milltia, though 
they had been, over and over again, told, 
that (he raising of the supplementary militia 
woud prevent the success’ of any project 
more efficient; and, though to this day, 
ouch more than one half of the supplemen- 
tary militia has never been raised at all, we 
siow that the army of reserve act has been 
corned into effect only in part. This mea- 
‘ure was ad>pted in three acts of parlia- 
ment, one, for England, passed on the 6th 
t July, 18035 for Scotland, on the same 
4y; and, for Ireland, on the rith of thar 
Tionth. The numbets were to be, for Eng- 
aud, 34,000, men; for Scotland, 6,000 ; 
aad, lor Ireland, 10,000. Thus, if the 
vhole of the men, intended to be raised by 
Nese acts, had actually been raised, there 
Pc been 50,000 more, making, in 
~ “Ale, 140,000 men, locked up from 
general service, with the exception of such 
b mien choose to enter into the regular ar- 
2 #tter having been enrolled in the army 
‘eserves and, as they were to receive a 
aa for so doing, they must be regarded 
“ing, as far as these acts operated ppon 
win, basseye Yas general service. The 
odie Papi or the army-of reserve, ac- 
5). ty return laid before the parlia- 
Wyre: month of May last (just before 
f Oducuon of Mr. Pitt's project), were 
Ollows : England, 31,758; Scotland, 
9375 Ireland, 8,197.* But, as, when a 
Tisman tells you of the number of birds 
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he has shot, you must always make consi- 
derable allowance not only for those that 
he could not find but also for those that 
flew away; so, when you hear an army of 
reserve minister stating the numbers of men 
he has raised, you must take good care to 
maké a liberal deduction for casualties; 
that is to say, for men. claimed as thieves, 
&e. by the civil power; and, particularly, 
for these that have deserted.——And here 
we must stop a little, in order to take a 
view of the melancholy, the horrid, the dis- 
graceful consequences, of this mode of 
raising anarny. From the return, above 
alluded to, it appears, tha', in England, 
37,758 men were raised, under the army of 
reserve act; that, out of ths number, 
1,752 had been rejected, or claimed by the 
civil magistracy; and that 4,117 bad de- 
serted. Out of the 6,537 men raised, as it 
is called, in Scotland, 161 had been reject- 
ed or claimed as above, and 364 had de- 
serted, In Ireland, cyt of 8,157 men rais- 
ed, 203 had been claimed, and, 1,170 had 
deserted. So that the totals stand thus: 
Men raised for the army of reserve. . 45,492 
Rejected, or claimed as thieves, 


&c. weeee 0 @ 4 8.89 6'\0 6 Be 8.0 8s 2," 16 
Deserted. **,eeeerneeereeeeveenve 6,651 

em 707 

Effective. *eeeneeneee*eeeweeeeeneeee 379725 





The dead are not noticed. They were not 
600 in number; and, besides, thar is a head 
of casualties, (6 which every description of 
men is liable, though certainly not ip an 
equal degree. The bounty, at an average 
of not less than 30 guineas a man, had been 
paid for 45,492 men, amounting to 
1,432,998 1. But, of this money 66,654]. 
had been thrown away upon persons unfit 
for service, or claimed as thieves, &c. &c. b 
the magistracy; and, 178,006]. had been 
bestowed upon wretches who took it mere- 
ly to desert with it; for, it must be ob- 
served, that, the acts began to operate in 
Augast, 1803, and that the 5, 651 men had 
deserted betore the first of May, 1804, em- 
bracing a space of only nine months, The 
money is, however, nothing in comparison 
with the disgrace, the infamy, to the army, 
which must arise from all this desertion, 
Here is a measure, which bad, in the month 
of May last, produced 37,725 effective men, 
and which had, during the same space of 
time, produced 5,651 false waths; 6,651 
acts whereby the perpetrators were, in tbe 
eye of the law, put upon aleve) with fe- 
lons, and were, upon conviction, rendered 
liable to be transported, or put to death! 





* See this Return: Parliamentary De- 
¢, Vol. I. Appendix, p. Ixy. . 


And, were we, then, reduged to such 
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dreadful, such detestable means, of collect- 
ing men together “ for the defence and se- 
* curity of the realm?” Can a realm be 
defended; is it possible for it to be defend- 
ed, by such means? ——In returning to the 
legislative history of the military force, we 
find the act of the 27th of July, 1803, com- 
monly called the Defence Act, coming just 
three weeks after that of the army of re- 
serve. We have often enough, of late 
years, seen acts that were never obeyed ; 
acts which produced only part of their pro- 
fessed effect, and, in some cases, no eilect 
atall; but the act, we are now speaking 
of, appears tov have been intended not to 
produce its professed effect; but, to ope- 
rate as a sort of bugbear to drive men into 
volunteer associations; for, the moment 
what was thought a sufficient number of 
those associations were formed, the defence 
act was suspended, by another act, passed 
Q» the rath of August, 1803, a fortnight 
after the passing of the act (hus suspended, 
To this latter act, which was intended to 
exempt persons serving in volunteer corps 
from being called out to the compulsory 
training provided for in the Defence Act, 
such an interpretation wag given as, by the 
connivance of the government, made it ope- 
rate as an exemption also frcm the ballot 
for the militia and army of reserve; in con- 
sequence of which poor men unable te join 
volunteer corps were grievously oppressed, 
and the militia aod army of reserve were 
prevented from being completed according 
to law; accordingly we find, that, when 
Mr. Pit brought forward his project, there 
was, in those two services, a deficiency of 
160,000 men in Gt. Britaip, agrecably to that 
gentleman's Statement. With réspeci to the 
act suspending the Deience Act, there was, 
however, some doubt as to the exemptions ; 
and, therefore, an act was passed, as soun ag 
possible after the parliament met in the au- 
tumn of 9803, cleariy and fully providing 
for those exemptions. This act, common- 
Vy called the Volunteer Exemption Act, was 

assed on the 2oth of December, 1803,—— 

hus did the ministers nor only take care 
continually to keep up a competition of 
bountits, operating directly agaist the re- 
gular recruiting service, but they seemed 
to be noi less anxious to create a competi- 
tion to operate against every other species 
of force, the operation alw ays being power- 
fal in proportion to the efficiency and value 
of the force against which it was directed ; 
the volunteers robbing the militia; the mi- 
litia, the army of reserve; and all of them 
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especially as the effect of all of them was 
the same, namely, to render difficult anq 
almost impossible anv firther recruiting fo 
the regular army. We are now approach, 
ing towards the close of the “ incapab!¢" 
administration, the members of which be. 
gan tobe openly opposed by those of th. 
* eficient” cabinet, in the month of March. 
1804. In April the divisions, in spite of i\\¢ 
pious supplications to the coolrary, bey t) 
to take place. At this time the * jncaps. 
** ble” cabinet, who, in order to prevent the 
longer continuation of the competition 
against the regular army, had introduced q 
bill for the suspension of the army of reserve 
act, introduced also, ut the very same time, 
a bil for augmenting the Irish militia! Ths 
latter bill passed into a law on the 3d of 
May, 1804, and has generally been called 
the Jrish Militia Augmentation Act. The 
number of men to be added was 10,000, 
making the whole of the Irish militia 
amount to 28,0009 men, Our establishment 
for the militia of both kingdoms was alread; 
go,000 men, as we have above seen; and 
this made up the 100,000 all but two thou- 
sand! And, let it just be remembered here, 
in passing, that Mr. Pitt had, on the Oth of 
June, 1503, given jt as his opinion, that 
‘100,000 militia even for Great Britain alone, 
could be supported, without any material in- 
jury tothe regalar recruiting !—But, more 
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of this hereatter.——The army of reserve 
suspension bill was now brought forward ; 
| and, it will long be remembered with gra- 
| titude by the cotatry, as being the rock, o: 
| which the * iocapable” cabinet was dashed 
| to pieces. Mr. Pitt wished this bill to be 
laid aside to make way for the introductioy 


; 


of that famous project, of which we have 


since seen and heard somuch. By this time 
the eyes of every man in the country ap- 
peared to be opened, with respect to the 
inefficient state of our military force. All 
were agreed, that we wanted regular sol- 
diers; but the ‘* incapable” cabinet con- 
tended, that the way to obtain them was 
not to reduce the number of our militia, but, 
letting these remain as they were, recourse 
ought to be had to the means of raising men 
for rank ; and, in order to facilitate that, ‘0 
put a stop to the operation of the army of 
reserve act. The “incapable” cabinet was 
turned out: the “ efficient” one came i”, 
or, rather, was patchéd up; and, their first 
measure was the act generally called the Ps- 
rish Officer Act. This act, which was finel- 
ly passed on the 29th of June, 1804, begins 
with declaring, that it is ex t that a 
permanent additional force should ‘be raised 
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aod maintained, under regular’ officers, for 
the defence of the real, and for augmes: 
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lar ary could be? Do they, when they are 
talking about dangers to the COSI BTIUHE froma 
regular army, recollect how much influence 
power is, by the irregalar army laws, pat 
jato the bands of every man in office, whether 
civil or military ; bow much influence and 
power, heretofore utterly uuknown to the 
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bepan people of this country > Do they recollect 
NCapa. in how many ways, and in how great a de- 
nt the giee, these laws keep every poor man in a 
betition state of subjection? and can they, then, 
ced a insist, that such a system is congenial to the 
reserve British constitution ? As was before ob- 
¢ time, served, tt is silent, secret influence, against 
! This which we have to guard our liberties. ‘The 
3d of patronage of even the army is a million 
Called times more dangerous than its arms ; and, 

The how much would this patronage be reduced 
0,000, by tie establishment of an ett clent army ? 
nilitia How would it reduce the number of o'.ces 
himent and of officers? How many inspectorship’s 
lready and receivership’s and reviewership's, what 
; and thousands of staff it would render unoe- 
thou. cessary. A parish-man or militia-man con- 
here, sumes as much bread, wears out as much 
th of clothes, and occupies as much room as a 
that real soldier. By reducing our numbers, 
lone, then, to 150000 men, what a curtailment 
ul in- would there be in the department of con- 
more tracts and jobs! Might we not hope to 






see less upstarts, thus enriched, purchasing 
votes af an election; bribing the miserable 
people with the money that they have first 
robbed them of ? In short, on whatever 


se7TVe 
ard ; 
gra 


, on 
shed side we view the subject, we find reason 
» be upon reason for believing that a change of 
tioy our military system is vecessary to prevent 
ave the subversion of our liberties within, as 
ime well as to defend them from the assaults of a 
ap- foreign enemy.—— But, it wil! be said, that, 
the Mr. Pit has abolished she bullot. For the 
Al! preseat he has, and that part of his project 
ol- has my hearty approbation ; though, if he 
ne does not intend to revive it, it is very hard 
‘ag fo account for the sending round of the 
at, schedules, relative to the militia, which 
m schedules have, within these two months, 
Re been served upon every house-keeper in the 
to country, and have had the effect ot driving 
of a considerable number of men back into 
4 the volunteer corps! And, it is difficult 
, to conceive, that, while Lord Sidmouth 
t and his friends make a principal part of the 
. Cabinet, the balloting and other parts of 
. that system will be laid aside, The Cov- 
5 RIER, @ newspaper now devoted to Mr. 
i Canning, dors, indeed, contend, that Lord 
Sidmouth is nothing in the Cabinet. The 
: Passage is curious enough to be quoted. 
For some time we havé heard reports 


“of Mr, Canning’s intention to resign. 
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vader the comntand of the Crown as aregu- | “ 











(t9@ 
The coalition press hasbeen particularly 
* directed against him for acting under Mr, 
« Pitt with Mr. Addington, as af the coali- 
‘€ tion had reason to suppose they would be 
“‘ more successful in their attacks against 
“ Mr. Cauning on this ground, than against 
“ others. . But sarely Mr, Canning cannot 
“ be dissatisked at the manner in which Mr, 
** Addington and his friends return to oflice ? 
“ They return vanguished, not triumphant, 
“ How, then, can he be dissatiifed with the , 
‘ present cabinet? Little as be thinks of Mr , 
« Addington, surely he will allow him t? - 
“ lents sullicient to be president of the cou ¢- 
“ ci/? To pursue Mr. Addington furth », 
“* looks like personal malice; it looks as if 
“ Mr, Canning wished to persecute | jin 
“ from private resentment, not to exc! nde 


‘ him on public grounds. Mr. Addin; gton 
* and his friends came to tie Pittites fa d/en, 
“ vanguished opponents; they kiss the rod, 


* and accept of such things as Mr. TP $tten 
“ his bounty shall be pleased to give. What 
* could be more triumphant or satisf actory 
than this?” (Counter January 31 ) The 
Sux, well known to be the k sading 
Pitt newspaper, had the following | kissage 
on the 28th of January: “ if some of our 
*¢ observations be not quite palatable to the 
“ friends of the late cabinet, the faui t is not 
“ with us; for a premeditated attac! ¢, if we 
“ felt any disposition to make it, we: should 
“ not think that the persons alluded zo weve 
* of sufficient importance in the eyes of the 
“ counuy to procure us readers for our ob- 
‘* servations upon their cotiduct.”= — Not- 
Withstanding this affected contemspt, how- 
ever, the public must be well convinced, not 
only that “ Mr, Addington” (tape Pittites 
have never yet called him by his new title ') 
isnot fallen; that he do@s not ¢ome a van- 
guished opponent; that he does not kiss the 
rod; and, they may be assured, that he will 
inaintain his opinions rebative to our miljtary 
force, which opinions will be found chearly 
expressed in his words, tsken for a mofto to 
this sheet, and, in which opinions, ig must 
be confessed, he bas bitherta, maintained a 
perfect consistency. Notso Mr, Pitt, To 
hear Mr. Canning, one would have ing agined 
that Mr. Pitt had a/ways disapproved of the 
ballot, and of lockitig up our men jn the 
defensive system of militia and arnq y of re- 
serve, ‘© Myright honourable friet id,” said 
Mr. Canning, “ when he came int o office, 
+ found, that the ballot had done as much as 
“ it could: be found the regular 4 rmy too 
«« small, and the militia /arger in e¢ tent than 
was fairly compatible quith the mg ins of the 
“ country.” * Those whohave § witnessed 
Saati 


* Parliamentary Debates, Vol. &. p. 71y. 
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“ the distress and misery, which the bal- 

“ lot has given rise to, cannot, I conceive, 

“* be adverse to the abolition of that sys- 

“ tem.’* | Mr. Pitt, in the same debate, 

called, ** the recruiting by ballot and com- 

© pulsion an exploded and oppressive sys- 

“* tem.” + Now, who would not suppose, 

that Mr, Pitt had always been opposed to 
¢the system of balloting, and of raising so 

apany men for home service? Just the con- 

trary! He had constantly been the ad- 
, tocate of the whole of that system. Of 
t) ke yeomanry, volunteer, and quota sys- 
te m he and Mr. Dundas were the fa- 
th ers. In every stege of the formation 
of our force during the present war, he had 
bee 0 the defender of the militia and of | 
eve: 'y Measure tending to lock men up from 
gen walservice. ‘“ If,” said he (in alluding 
toa speech of Mr. Windham) * I had to 
* sta fe here my objection” (to the army of | 
reser: fe bill) * it would not be, that the | 
*6 mil itia was too much : I think that a mi- 
“iti, t to this extent” (including the Sup- 
pleme, 3tary militia, making, for Great-Bri- 
tain, 7 ‘2,000, aud for ireland, 18,000 men) 
“ we can bear. We know that we have 
** raise d 100,000 men by ballot. .To this 
** milit ia may, too, I should think, be added 
** anot] wer forve for home service or we 
** shall not be in a state of security.”} 
Exit, it was not only once or twice; it 
wes up: ia every plausible occasion that he 
hald the! same sentiments, and generally 
cot weyedl in Jamzuage, which, towards his 
epjronent’, woulki be thought very little 
she rt of «tontemp tuous. - At last, however, 
he ‘ fount, upon coming into office, that 
*« ¢he balloit bad dione as moch as it could ; 
‘“¢ he found the tegular army too small, 
“ aiid the militia larger in extent than 


have discovered it before? ‘The fact j. 
| that he retained his opinion relative to the 
ballot even till after he had introduced his 
grand project. Nay, the ballot made jars 
of that project, as described in his speech of 
the 25th of April (Parl. Deb. vol. IL. p. 
277); it was continued in it afier the House 
went nto a commitiece on the amendments 
to the bill, as will appear from his speec) 
of sth June (Deb. vol. IL. p. 486) ; just as 
the hill was about to be sent to the Lords, 
on the 18th of June, he came with an 
amendment to strike out the ballot! (Deb, 
vol. IT. p. 742.) What consistency, 
what wisdom either in invention or exe- 
cution, we have to look for from such a 
source, the public are left to judge. [The 
length of the foregoing remarks, which it 
was impossible to abridge, must be my 
apology for not noticing the Middlesex 
Petitions, and several other topics. ] 








THE POLITICAL REPTILE, 
Of certaia._ kind of Worms, ‘tis said, 
If you divide the tail and head, 
They'll twist about awhile, and then 
Their sever’d parts Unite again. 
Tis hence, perhaps, Dar Pope affirms, 
That Placemen, one and al), are worms, 
A doctrine that so well applies | 
To two, we've now before our eyes ¢ 
Of whom the one was styled by some 
Irreverend Wir, the other’s Bum; 
If so, weneed no longer wonder, 
That, having late been chopp'd asunder, 
They should rejoin, and be once more 
The animal they form’d before. 
Now though, ’twixt these, no doubt prevail, 
On which is head, and which is tail, 
A question is propounded whether 
The hand which splic’d their ends together, 
May not have, in the operation, 
Revers'd of each the former station; 
Hence, that the duli and heavy lump, 
Which heretofore composed the rump, 
Has happened, in this tortuous race, | 





“© was fairly compatible with the means of the 
“ coy intry ;" though, observe, the militia did 
“< nok yet amorant to} vithin 9,000 men of the 
number which he haci asserted the country 
«ould (ear without any material injary to 
the rec, cuiting for general service; and, 
observe, too, that this assertion was made, 
itfter the army of reserve bill was intro- 
dluced in to parliament, and while it was 
uxperien¢ ‘ing his support! And, when did 
this moder +t and consistent gentleman diseo- 
ver that die ballot produced “ distress and 
ssisery’’? = When did he discover, that it 
was “ext ‘eded and ojpresnve’’? He had 
wniformly a naintained the contrary. When, 
then, did | 1e make the discovery? “ Up- 
On coming inte office’? ? Why could he not 





- 


* Parl. § lebates Vol. IE. p. 720. + Ibid. 





S03: Regi ‘ster, Vol. Il]. p. 1835 et seq. 


To Crawl into the foremost place, 

The Head, with all his boasts and bragging 
Behind his brainless neighbour lagging. 
Another line some Doctors take, 

And hold this Worm to be a Snake; 

Of which, all Naturalists have said, 

It is the tail that guides the head ; 

And though its crest on high it bear, 

And rear itself aloft in air, 

Or fiercely dart, it’s foes among, 

The venom of a mere tongue, 

Yet ail philosophers concur, 

(So weak and helpless it’s condition,) 
It wants the power one inch to stir, 
Unless by Sovereign Rump’s permission, 

John Bull, Beware, nor put thy trust 

In things that creep, and lick the dust, 
Avoid this serpent, who, depend on’t, 
Is of the Oxrw One a descendant; La es 
Call forth thy strength, an effort make, 
Nor only sh, but Kill’ the Snakes > 
And * Bruise his head” lest soon thoufeel | 


» 743. +} ‘bid. in Register, Vol. Lil. p. The Cursed Reptile “ Brvise th ‘eee ; 
793. Sea also hisspeech of the 23d June, | ¢> The Spirit of the Pusiic JoURBALSy: | 


for 1804, is now published. 
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